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In an era of globalization, languages across the world face increasing risk of
erosion as dominant global tongues—particularly English—assume primacy in
commerce, academia, and digital spaces. The Filipino language, while constitutionally
recognized and deeply rooted in cultural heritage, is not immune to these pressures.
In the Philippines, younger generations navigate a multilingual reality in which English
often serves as the medium of instruction in schools, the primary language in business,
and the dominant voice online (Chavez, 2022; Chavez et al., 2023). This shift has
raised concerns about language maintenance, a process defined as the continued use
of a community’s language despite pressures from a dominant one (Pauwels, 2004).
Without intentional preservation efforts, Filipino risks being sidelined in favor of

English, particularly among youth.

Socioeconomic factors often accelerate this linguistic shift. Studies indicate that
minority language speakers, when faced with economic disadvantage, tend to adopt
dominant languages in pursuit of perceived opportunities, sometimes developing
negative attitudes toward their native tongue (Ullah et al., 2024). A similar
phenomenon occurs in the Philippines, where parents and children frequently equate
English fluency with enhanced career prospects and social mobility. While bilingualism
can be an asset, the erosion of emotional connection to one’s native language
undermines its long-term survival. Language shift often begins when speakers
consciously distance themselves from their mother tongue, weakening its cultural and
social significance (Driver & Prada, 2024). Sustaining Filipino, therefore, requires
proactive strategies that not only teach the language but also reinforce its cultural

value.

One of the most promising strategies for preserving Filipino in the 21st century
lies in the integration of digital platforms and educational technology (EdTech). Digital
media offers unparalleled reach, capable of connecting millions of users across

geographical and generational boundaries. Social media, video-sharing sites, and
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streaming platforms can serve as dynamic spaces for Filipino to thrive—if content is
abundant, engaging, and culturally relevant. YouTube channels dedicated to Filipino
grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation can cater to diaspora communities eager to
reconnect with their linguistic heritage. TikTok’s short-form videos have shown
particular potential: relatable, humorous, and trend-driven content in Filipino resonates
strongly with younger audiences. Hashtags, challenges, and viral trends can embed

Filipino in the everyday digital discourse of tech-savvy youth.

EdTech tools extend these possibilities into structured learning contexts,
ensuring that Filipino is taught not only informally through entertainment but also
formally in classrooms and self-paced study. Language-learning applications
specifically designed for Filipino can incorporate gamification—points, badges,
leaderboards—to make practice enjoyable and habit-forming. Artificial intelligence—
powered chatbots can provide conversational simulations, while augmented reality
(AR) features can overlay Filipino vocabulary onto real-world objects, deepening
immersion and contextual understanding. Such innovations allow for flexible, location-
independent learning, enabling both rural learners and overseas Filipinos to access

quality resources on equal footing with their urban counterparts.

EdTech’s role also includes strengthening teacher capacity. Digital platforms
can facilitate collaboration among educators, allowing them to share lesson plans,
multimedia materials, and best practices for integrating technology into Filipino
language instruction. Professional development modules can equip teachers with the
skills to make lessons more interactive, supplementing classroom activities with digital
archives of literature, folk songs, oral histories, and historical documents. This
approach not only develops linguistic competence but also embeds cultural
appreciation into the learning process, reinforcing the intrinsic link between language

and heritage.

However, digitizing language preservation presents several challenges. A key
concern is the dominance of English in online spaces, which can overshadow Filipino
content and make it less visible. For preservation efforts to succeed, intentional

production of high-quality, culturally grounded content in Filipino is essential. This
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requires collaboration between content creators, educators, and cultural institutions to

ensure that materials are both appealing and linguistically authentic.

Access inequality also poses a significant barrier. Many rural communities in
the Philippines still lack reliable internet connectivity or affordable digital devices,
limiting their ability to participate in online language-learning initiatives. Without
addressing these infrastructural gaps, digital preservation strategies risk reinforcing
existing divides rather than closing them.

Another challenge lies in balancing linguistic authenticity with adaptation to
modern communication norms. As with many languages in the digital era, Filipino is
evolving rapidly, incorporating slang, borrowed English terms, and hybridized
constructions. While language change is a natural process, uncritical adoption of
foreign structures risks eroding grammatical integrity over time. EdTech platforms can
address this by working with linguists, cultural experts, and native speakers to ensure

that resources maintain both accuracy and cultural resonance.

These concerns underscore the broader reality that language endangerment
often arises from shifting social, economic, and political conditions (Lamorinas et al.,
2024). Digital tools alone cannot reverse such trends; they must be part of a
coordinated, multi-stakeholder effort. Government agencies, educational institutions,
private tech companies, and community organizations each have a role to play in
fostering a language-positive environment. Policies that incentivize Filipino content
creation, fund EdTech innovations, and expand internet infrastructure are critical

complements to grassroots cultural initiatives.

Ultimately, safeguarding the Filipino language in the digital age involves more
than transferring vocabulary and grammar into online formats—it demands a holistic
approach that integrates technological innovation with cultural affirmation. Mclvor and
Anisman (2018) argue that language preservation requires multi-level collaboration,
involving individuals, communities, and governmental entities. In the Philippine
context, this means leveraging digital platforms and EdTech not in isolation, but as
part of a coordinated framework that draws on grassroots cultural initiatives,
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institutional support, and national policy. Digital platforms and EdTech can make
Filipino visible, relevant, and accessible to global audiences while cultivating pride
among native speakers. By embedding the language into the platforms where people
already spend their time and by ensuring that learning experiences are engaging and
inclusive, the Filipino language can not only survive but also flourish. This intersection
of tradition and technology offers a sustainable pathway for preservation, ensuring that
future generations inherit a vibrant, living language rather than a fading relic of the

past.
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